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ABSTRACT

A study of vascular plant diversity on Doi Phu Kha National Park was taken
between 1998 and 2003. There were 1,088 species collected. They were identified as
1,058 species belonging to 576 genera and 165 families. Description, ecological and
distribution information of species are provided. Key to families, genera and species
are given. Some illustrations are included. Thirty species could not be identified due
to insufficient materials and lacking references. Voucher specimens are deposited at
Queen Sirikit Botanic Garden Herbarium, Chiang Mai (QBG); Ethnobotanical
Research Section, Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai; and Forest Herbarium,
Bangkok (BKF).

The results reveal that 39 species are endemic to Thailand including 6 endemic
to Doi Phu Kha. Sixty species are classified as rare. One species is new to science
(Capparis trisonthiae Srisanga & Chayamarit) and 15 species are probably new
species or at least new records for Thailand such as Elaeocarpus sp., Lindernia sp.,
Ophiopogon sp., Palaquium sp., Torenia sp., Viburnum sp., etc. Seventeen species
are newly recorded for Thailand such as Archidendron alternifoliolatum 1.C. Nielsen,
Aspidopterys glabriuscula (Wall.) Juss., Helicia pyrrhobotrya Kurz, Jasminum
rufohirtum Gagnep., Mycetia hirta Hutch., Sycopsis griffithiana Oliv., etc. Additional
distribution records of many species, other than previously recorded elsewhere in
Thailand, are found. Rubiaceae is the richest in the number of collected species, with
80 species.

Vegetation in the National Park can be classified into 6 forest types: dry
evergreen, pine, lower montane, lower montane scrub, deciduous dipterocarp and
tropical mixed deciduous forests.

Botanical exploration at Doi Phu Kha National Park should be continuously
done and much new information concerned the number of species and their
distribution can be expected.





