THE BOTANICAL GARDEN ORGANIZATION
PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE

NEWSLETTER

Her Majesty Queen Sirikit paid a visit to see the living collections of
the Garden on February 11, 1997, During Her Royal visit, Her Majesty was
also interested in the progress of various research projects. including the
Oiversity of Fireflies fn Thailand .. & project. under Her Royal initiatives

(p. 22).
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9. Professor Mike Balick S:A:
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12. Professor Xu Zaifu China




Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn presided
over the opening ceremory of the Symposium on Plant Resources of
the Himalayan Foothills on November 18, 1996, at Queen Sirikit
Botanic Garden, Mae Rim, Chiang Mai.

HEH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn visited the Information

Center to see the poster presentations on various research projects

(left) and also visited the living collections of the Garden (right).




FAREWELL

Professor Sanga: Sabhasri - served as
Chairman of the Botanical Garden Executive
Board from the estabiishment of the
organization in 1992 to  October, 1996
Through his  visien and  commitment,
Professor Sabhasri was instrumental in the
development of the Queen 3irikit Botanic
Garden,

All BGO  siafl  are grateful  and
pleased to know that Professor Sabhasri is
presently  invelved as  our  Honorary &

Advisory Board Member. We wish him good

health and loek Forward to his continuing

hLIPPD.'[.

We would like 1o bid farewell 1o the outgoing members of the BGO Executive
Board, namely Dr. Chamlong Phengklai, M.L. Charuphant Thongtham, Professor Nakorn
Malampang: and Mr. Suwit Wangpushkane: whose: conlributions toward the development
of the Garden are tremendous. We would like o express our gratitude for their

commitment and wish them every happiness.

1 he BGO staff were sad to say
Farewell to Mr, Nattavood Prasertsawan
who resigned from the post as Depuaty
Pirector last October:  [During his: three
vears of service. he performed his duly
with dedication. ‘Mr, Prasertsuwan was
elected as @ member uf parliament in
November, 996  Cupgratufations! We

wish him o every success his new

Lalreer,
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WELCOME

The BGO staff would like to welcome Mr. Likit Therdsteerasukdi who was
appointed Chairman of the Executive Board, effective from October, 1996.
Mir. Therdsteerasukdi is the permanent secretary of the Prime Minister’s

Office. With his extensive experience in management and planning, we look

Forward to his support and many more productive years Lo come.

We also wish to welcome new board members:

1. Khunying Suchada Sripen, Deputy Rector, Kasetsart University; and Associate

Professor, Department of Erﬂli.!]'l-_"lr'.. Faculty of Science, Kasetsart University.

2. Mr. Wichai Suwanaratana, Deputy Secretary General (Administrative Affairs),

Prime Minister's Office.

3. Police General Visut Kittivatana, Deputy Director=General (Administration),

Royal Thai Police Force.

4. Dr. Pongsak Angasith, Associate Professor and Dean, Faculty of Apgriculture,

Chiang Mai University.




QBG ACTIVITIES

The OBG's Informaticn Center has been

in operation since Movember, 1996. The two-
storey building, designed in a typical Lanna
(northern Thai) architecture; is located near the
Garden’s entrance, Visitors and tourists will
see  botanical displays and receive useful
pamphlets and publications free of charge.
Future facilities will include multimedia

displays and computerized information services,

a souvenir shop and a restaurant.

Other major buildings of the QBG which have been in use since November
1996, are the Administration Building, and the Orchid Nursery. At the nursery, more
than 300 species of native orchids have been collected and identified. The nursery will
accommodate a larger collection of erchids in the future, and plans for it to become the

center for orchid research for the Asia-Pacific region are being considered.

The construction of the QBG Herbarium has been completed. The building also

houses a botanical library and a computer dzatabase center.

A temporary tissue culture laboratory has
been set up for training staff and visiting
students. At present, research projecls are
undertaken on a germplasm collection and the
micropropagation of some rare and endangered
Thai flora.






